


“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Belonging is bits and pieces of what makes the best of you; it’s all those places that make 
you happy, all the people that you trust and love, all the nature that makes your heart smile, 
all the liberties that make you feel human to the core, all the moments that make you feel 
your worthy existence and all the times that bring you closer to God”.

Maha Al Sahaf
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“On Belonging. For me belonging has overtones of ownership and undertones of yearning.  I feel it is a 
restrictive concept.  I have learned to belong wherever life takes me.  ‹Home is where the heart is›, the old 
saying goes.  And my heart is now firmly in Bahrain - the country of my choosing - with my wife Meriel 
and many good friends.  My soul sings with every call to prayer.  I felt immediately at home in Bahrain 
when I first visited the island in 1968.  I vowed that I would return one day.  And we did, in 2005.  This is, 
Inshallah, my last port of call.  What do I miss from other belongings and from the country of my birth?  
Laughing with my children who all live in London and cheering long and loud for my football team, Chelsea.  
Nothing more”.

Abdullah Jonathan Wallace
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Some say: you belong where you live… it is true in my case.

Over the years I lived in many places and travelled many a road and was happy wherever I settled….

Sometimes, however, you are jolted by instant recalls… like hearing the distinctive accent of your people… smelling the scent of 
a flower that can only grow best in the gardens of your home, or catch the flicker of a dim star that remind of the magical summer 
nights while sleeping on the roof of your home and be bedazzled by the brilliance of stars and constellations that shine like in no 
other place… and you are drawn to your roots and remember the Arabic saying… First love… only Love…

I belong to Iraq and most importantly Iraq belongs to me…”.

Samar Al Gilani

“A sense of belonging doesn’t necessarily come with the things we gather around us, but can be brought about in mundane 
ways: bus journey, seeing familiar places and people, hearing familiar voices that create a feeling of contentment and connection, 
belonging”.

Judy Al Gilani
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“I belong to no club, no god, no nation; I belong with my friends”.

Leopold Banchini 
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Belonging is a state I didn't reach yet. You know, I tried hard but you cannot force it. Most of 
my life I have been in the not belonging. From houses to houses, from countries to countries. 
Years after years I mingled with Indian, Arabic, Chinese and Persian communities. I thought I 
could belong to other culture than mine.

Today I come to the conclusion that I may never succeed in this. And meanwhile I feel so far 
away from my own culture.

Will I ever be able to go back to it?”

Stephanie Ravel
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Mes racines je les trouve à travers ma famille, à travers mon mari. Je me sens beaucoup 
plus une citoyenne du monde qu’une Canadienne Française.” 

Marie Talbot
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Home is wherever I lay my head. I belong to the moment”.

Eman Ali
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Belonging is about identity, self, significant others, and places. The word itself raises so 
many questions: to which group do one identifies with?  to which culture?  to which place? 
At the end, it may be about many places, many communities, different time periods.  As 
long as they provide us with opportunity for self growth, inner stability and inner peace. 
Belonging is a voyage in itself and so very personal”.

Roselyne Brault 
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Belonging is when the things you do and the people that surround you make you breath and smile 
at the universe”.

Eva Battis
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Appartengo alle mitologie confuse e non ancora ritrovate nelle storie che circondano 
luoghi mai visti.
appartengo al linguaggio adesso stordito e frastagliato,   plasmatore fallito di  identità e 
fonemi che non delineano i radicati contorni.
continuo ad appartenere al suono dell’ acqua in una fondamenta silenziosa e terrificante. 
Assordante ora che posso udire solo quei  rumori che non riesco a sentire
Mi appartengono le vie del commercio, gli incroci e i paradossi, le paure e gli specchi  
L’ instabilità che non mi definisce continuamente.
non posso più appartenere alla solidificazione di un io melmoso e instabile, nello sforzo 
debole e oltraggioso di ritrovarsi qui.
Ho ricercato il mio senso di appartenenza e ancora una volta mi sono persa”.

Saba Napoletano
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Belonging is about being able to relax, to know you are accepted, not about country or nationality. I am not sure where I belong in that sense or 
if it is a part of my spirit. I looked up a definition and there is something about fitting in, possession that does not appeal to me.

I am English and this is my first time living abroad – I found it very hard to start with – to be without the comfort of my network and the ease 
that this brings. I found being here frustrating at first and truly foreign. To hear unfamiliar names, to only know people for a few months – this 
made me feel lonely.

The word is interesting – I started to play with the word – to break it in two: The Be and to long – and think that my struggle is to find a place to be  
and the closest I have experienced was when I visited Africa – I remember being in Bostwana and feeling fully accepted, happy in the moment. 
Enveloped by the warmth of the land and the scale of the landscape – I did not long to be – it just happened.

I would like to find a way back to that sense of myself – perhaps I will find a way.

Belonging is not something I experience here – and certainly to be an expatriate reminds me that I don’t belong here – I don’t have the right of 
nationality – and among many others know I am only here for a period of time – and that sense of transience means it is hard to connect at times.

Perhaps belonging is about conforming to social norms and to be a single woman with no children will always mean I feel like a bit of an outsider 

wherever I live”.

Jill Boggiss
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“In all truth, the time I felt I belonged most was as a child- before my personality even developed 
fully. I was truly and intrinsically me.  No matter what happened, there was a sense that “I” resided 
in my body and that this body was of the earth in an innate way.  When I contemplate the word 
now,  my uncertainty with myself and persona stands out.  I want to feel connected to the earth in a 
physical sense, like a vine that doesn’t shoot upward but creeps along, slowly as if wary; like a child 
that cannot let go of its pacified blanket.  In actuality I feel like a red balloon, so visibly floating up into 
the abyss, about to disappear or find a new universe- the plight of a diasporic artist. 
 I somewhat think that belonging for people like-minded to me, is more about learning the art 
of being a chameleon.  A chameleon is still a chameleon even if it blends seamlessly into its 
surroundings.  And it can see in ALL directions; sometimes looking in two different directions at the 
same time- a gift at times and a curse at others.
Belonging is the day I am completely lucid of my existence and find peace with it”.

Frances Stafford
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Belonging, Affinity, Kinship, Loyalty, Inclusion, Acceptance, Allegiance, Intimacy, Love, 
Anchorage, Nature, Indigenous, Native, Culture, Tribe, Initiation, Identity, DNA, To Be 
or Not To Be, Chattel, Sanctum Sanatorium, Accessory, Paraphernalia, Legacy, Harvest, 
Heirloom, Precious, Indulgence, Booty, Burden, China Plate, Odds and Ends, Bits and 
Pieces, Flotsam and Jetsam, Mine and Thine, Cornucopia, Last Will”.

Loraine Todd
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Pour moi, le sentiment d’appartenance est lié d’abord à une notion de réseau c’est-à-dire de 
réseaux d’attaches, d’abord des attaches familiales et puis des réseaux d’amis et de contacts. 
Enfin c’est également lié au sentiment de partager des valeurs fondamentales qui sont très liées à 
ma façon de vivre et d’envisager la vie et les relations avec les autres. Donc je me sens bien dans 
un endroit où je peux partager les valeurs qui me guident dans ma vie quotidienne”. 

Jean-Pierre Pourteau
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Belonging has more to do with the people than the place”.

Julia Stewart

Albareh Art Gallery
Building 38 | Road 3601 | Area 336
PoBox 26282 | Adliya | Kingdom of Bahrain
T +973 1771 7707 | F +973 1771 4545

art@albareh.com | www.albareh.com

C
am

ille Zakharia | Julia Stew
art |Photocollage on A

rches Paper | 101.6cm
 x 76.2cm

 | 2010-2012





“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“My name is Meriel.  Belonging means to be part of a thing and I feel a part of Bahrain.   So 
together with my husband, Abdullah, I belong here in Bahrain”.

Meriel Cooper
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“When I fell under the spell of love, I felt for the very first time in my life that I really 
belonged and to someone.

When, inevitably, the spell broke, I went on a quest to find what was genuine and true.

My art is now my truth and in it I have found a kind of “self-belonging” which I hope 
will be with me wherever I am”.

Serena Stevens
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

أول شي بعدت من مشيت لـ“
Etats Unis pour continuer mes etudes.
La premiere annee c’etait tres difficile.
تواحشت بلادي بالزاف
و واحشت
Mes parents encore plus. Mais apres
تعودت
من بعد تلاقيت مع
Mon future ami
تحولت لبلادو
La premiere annee
كانت غزالة
Mais apres
حسيت بنقص كبير
و النقص إني بعيده من والدي و من اهلي ومن بلادي. ناقصيني بالزاف بالزاف
Il n’ya pas mieux que les parents”.
 
Sophia
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“According to Thomas Friedman, we belong to a world that is hot, flat and crowded

1- Hot – because the climate seems to be undergoing irreversible change, the degree and impact of which yet unknown to the human race
2-  Flat – because of the globalization of markets and the internet allowing practically everybody with access to a computer to participate in the 
     global economy
3- Crowded – because the world population is projected to reach 9 billion by 2050, thus creating unprecedented competition for natural 
     resources

If these trends are indeed underway and unstoppable, then how can we shape this New World Order to our advantage?

It means that Hot must translate into the development of a system of clean power, energy efficiency and energy conservation. We must all move 
towards sustainability, irrespective of the debate on global warning.

It means that in this flat world the internet must remain this incredible facilitator, but it must also promote individual creativity rather than the 
pack behavior we witness on Facebook.

And finally in a Crowded world, we must re-open the debate at grassroots level on how to share our finite resources amongst a bigger number. 
This requires a deep understanding of an education on the current natural resources, economics and politics. Our food industry is but one 
example of how truly uninformed we are and how as a result we have become overfed yet undernourished.

Belonging is about being an integral part of our world, where we can shape, educate and create. It is about being engaged”.

Marialine Aspin Verdickt
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Belonging is a sense of security. When you feel you are secure with your surroundings and with 
your thoughts you feel you belong. Personally, I like to think that I belong to the space I have created 
around me over the years and have gotten attached to, and a part of this space will be with me 
wherever I go”.

Faisal Sheikh
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Pour moi, le sentiment d’appartenance, d’identité, varie beaucoup. Je peux considérer l’identité familiale: 
alors, c’est la ressemblance avec d’autres membres de ma famille, le partage de moments intimes, gais ou 
tristes, qui nous lient. On peut élargir à l’identité régionale ou nationale, même. Je vais partager, réagir avec 
le même enthousiasme à un plat, un paysage, une odeur, une musique, l’enthousiasme à défendre…le XV 
de France en rugby…Et puis, quand il m’arrive de rire avec une personne dont je ne parle pas la langue, 
dont je n’ai pas la culture, alors c’est le simple plaisir de sentir ce qui rapproche les êtres humains. En fait, 
l’identité, l’appartenance, c’est une mosaïque”.

Danièle Pourteau

Albareh Art Gallery
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Belonging is like all other feelings and emotions, intangible but very real. Our sense of belonging guides our 
actions in many ways and often we are unaware of this force and its effect on us.

My initial sense of belonging was of a warm, nestling, cocooning feeling when in the presence of my mother, 
father, grandparents, uncles, cousins, brothers or sisters – my family, my first sense of belonging.

Three plus decades later, and far away from home, the feelings of belonging and its accompanying 
sensations (warmth, security, safety) are no less intense than those of my childhood but thankfully it is not 
only my childhood family that inspires it. I belong to my husband, my children, my friends scattered on all the 
continents, my religion, my political beliefs – I belong to all things that are dear to me, and they belong to me.

My cocoon of belonging is not limited to a time or space….because we have so many similarities and 
connections”.

Georgine Newman Alawode
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“When I think of Belonging, it actually creates a lot of confusion in my mind, because I 
really wish that I could sometimes feel that there is a belonging that I have in me. But in fact 
I don’t and I don’t feel that it is something that I’ve nurtured through my life. In some ways 
it makes me feel good because it creates a sense of freedom and allows me to just think 
and be wherever I am. Although I knew that there was a sense of belonging sometimes in 
my life where I was growing up, with parents and a home where you think you do really 
belong. But as you get older and you move around and you go to different places and meet 
different people, I feel that you lose a certain sense of belonging to a place particularly, to 
a country definitely, and you adapt, you learn, you begin to feel in a different way, and you 
are created into a different person. And it is almost a better place to be because somehow 
I don’t feel comfortable with the word belonging in any way, even if it relates to things, 
or people, or family. I think we basically belong to ourselves and it is very hard for me to 
imagine that anything outside of me belongs to me”.

Rehana Gardiner
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Belonging is what I may be longing for.
I’m 56 and left the states when I was 28, half my life ago. For most of my adult life, I’ve lived in places where, by the colour of my hair and skin, 
or by the sound of my accent, it was immediately clear that I did not belong.
And yet when I return to California, I feel I don’t belong there anymore either.
Anywhere else in the world, people recognize my Americanness, but back home Americans can’t always place me. They aren’t sure. I have 
changed, my accent has slightly shifted, and I’m aware of my other-ness, of sort of not being a member of the tribe.

Mostly I’ve liked it. I’ve chosen it and feel defined to some extent as an outsider….
As an artist, I’m an observer, looking from the outside in…

But belonging is what I may be longing for.
When I meditate, I say, “I belong to love”.
I don’t belong to a nation or a religion anymore and perhaps there’s a gap…
So, I join things, a book group, a choir, a gym and I know I long for belonging.

I think I find my real sense of belonging in the smallest circles. My family of course, my wonderful husband and my 2 funny smart kids, (though 
even then sometimes I think, how can I have a son who sounds like Hugh Grant?? It’s odd I have an English family, and they remorselessly 
tease me for my Americanness… but there is no question we belong together).
Here in Bahrain, I feel so lucky to have met a group of artists, Rehana, Suzie, Christine and Andrew, who I paint with and whose friendship 
means so much to me. I definitely belong there and it gives me deep satisfaction.

So maybe I should just realize that that small sort of belonging is the best belonging, and I shouldn’t be longing for belonging any longer…”

Seana Mallen
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 
Je suis française. Je suis une enfant de la France. Cette appartenance qui construit monidentité, je la revendique avec fierté, bien consciente de l’attrait 
que la France suscite hors de nos frontières.
Je suis attachée àmes origines et à mes racines, aux valeurs  transmises par ma famille, mais n’en tire pas d’orgueil, ou sentiment de supériorité.
J’aime la France pour son histoire, la richesse de sa culture, la diversité et la beauté de ses régions, de ses villes et la personnalitéde mes compatriotes 
haute en couleur et parfois caricaturale, qui peut faire sourire si on prend un peu de recul, avec humilité et humour.Cependant, je ne me reconnais 
pas dans le français “râleur”, chauvin, arrogant, dont il a parfois la réputation et qu’il sait être. Particulièrement lorsqu’il ne se trouve pas sur le sol 
français pour des raisons de voyage ou d’expatriation.

Je suis sensible et prête àdéfendre certaines valeurs qui nous sont chères : la défense des droits de l’homme, le droit a la santé et à l’éducation pour 
tous, l’Egalite, la volonté d’être terre d’accueil, la pondération de notre politique internationale.
Mon identité s’est construite aussi à partir de mon héritage familial et de ses valeurs. L’histoire de mes ancêtresest particulièrementliéea celle de 
la France qu’ils ont servie au nom de la défense de laLiberté. Liberté acquise au fil des siècles et qui fait la singularité de notre pays et dont nous 
pouvons être fiers.  

C’est à cette Liberté, donnée en héritage par ceux qui l’ont permisedans notre pays, que j’appartiensplus qu’à aucune autre appartenance. Qu’elle soit 
ethnique, politique, sociale, artistique, ou religieuse.Ma liberté de penser, de discerner, de choisir, de vivre, de m’exprimer, de mon indépendance 
sont primordiales et vitales. Je la défends avec force et ténacité. 
 Je suis française, mais aussi expatriée depuis bientôt 10 ans ! Ces expériences m’ont fait prendre conscience de ma propre identitésingulière de mon 
attachement à mon pays. Mon gout et ma curiosité d’aller à la rencontre de l’autre diffèrent, avec son identité propre et sa culture, m’enrichissent 
et je m’en réjouis.

Christine Hawath
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

History and tradition are roots through which I branch to where I belong.

Alaa El-Habash
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

”ا<نتماء... إيش هو ا<نتماء... أتبع لشئ ... أنا جزء منه... أنا معاه... زيو... هل أنتمي إلى أعمالي التي 
أنتجها... أنا زيكم  و لا انتو زيي...

ا<نتماء مهم أو غير مهم... عدم ا<نتماء يمكن أهم... ما أدري... أنت تدري؟“

Manal Al Dowayan
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“Belonging” 
Camille Zakharia 

“Belonging is a moment in our lives that we wish has never ended. We’re continuously trying to 
rebuild that moment through scattering our efforts in other places, other belongings”.

Ghassan Chemali
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