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In this collection, Zena is trying to portray the intertwined relation between the society and
its spatial frame, the bond between the city and its inhabitants. And according to her “to be

able to put a city like Beirut on canvas, one should take into consideration the layers of its
history and heritage, the complexity of its social organizations, the diversity of its cultures,
and the peculiarity of its universality... in an attempt to finally convey the soul and spirit of its
cityscapes”.

The artist is trying to find the physical similarity between a citizen of Beirut and the city itself;
a certain reciprocal dependency between the capital and its inhabitants... through which,
she finds the point where they merge, lose their singularities and end up forming this body
of matter that forms a whole with no definable shape. And also she raises some questions
throughout her work for the audience to consider and think about; Is it a convergence
phenomenon, or a contagious one? Is it the result of an artificial product of administrated
modern life or just a search for identity? Is it orchestrated or unconscious?

Assi believes that there is a certain debt man has to pay over the years to the city he lives
in... an ancient pact that ties the two of them, a certain unspoken deal that each will fulfill his
pledge when the other is in need...




Born in 1974, Lebanon, Zena Assi lives and works in Beirut. She graduated with honors from
I’Academie Libanaise des Beaux Arts (ALBA) in advertising, worked in the field for two years
and taught in different universities. Her contemporary work on canvas, that draws inspiration
from the relations and conflicts between the individual and his environment, has been part
of numerous collective and solo exhibitions in Beirut, Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Bahrain. She
received two awards in 2009, and was auctioned in Sotheby’s London in 2010.

2010 Solo exhibition ‘Cityphilia’, at Albareh Art Gallery, Bahrain
Collective exhibition “Stare at the other side” at Albareh Art Gallery, Bahrain
Solo exhibition ‘Mass Movement’ at Art Sawa Gallery, Dubai
Collective exhibition at Contemparabia, Beirut

Solo exhibition ‘un peu de beyrouth’ at Alwane Gallery, Beirut

Collective exhibition at Art Sawa Gallery, Dubai
Solo exhibition ‘Public Space’ at Art Sawa Gallery, Dubai
Collective exhibition at Abu Dhabi Art Fair, Abu Dhabi

Solo Exhibition ‘cite et citadins’ at Alwane Gallery, Beirut
Collective exhibition at Salon d’automne, Sursock Museum, Beirut

BMW, Mini Cooper’s 50th Anniversary, Best Design for the Middle East
Mention spéciale du jury, XXIX salon d’automne, Sursock Museum, Beirut, Lebanon
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Portrait of my city 2 | Mixed Media and Collage on Canvas | 170 x 50cm | 2010
Portrait of my city 3 | Mixed Media and Collage on Canvas | 170 x 50cm | 2010
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My city in April 10 | Mixed Media and Collage on Canvas | 120 x 120cm | 2010



0107 | WoSEL X S6L | SeAueD uo elpayl paxiAl | 2|qer uaaig uo Janbnog




0107 | wopgL X 0Zz | seaued uo a3e(0) pue eipsy paxilA | Z 2A0] Aw Ao A




0102 | wo0gL X 0Zz | seAued uo a3e(0) pue eipaN PaxIA | G s3a1} Ao AN




My city in cy hair 2 | Mixed Media and Collage on Canvas | 120 x 120cm | 2010
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My city my love
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www.albareh.com
blog.albareh.com
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